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09/800,018 
March 5, 2001 



COPY; 
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I HFREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING DEPOSITED WITH THE UJJT^ 

?SJSaL SERvicE AS HR^T CLASS MAIL IN ANiENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO: ASSISTA 
COMM^sSr FOR PA^k WASHINGTON. D C. 2023 . . ON TOE DATE INDICATED BELOW. 

ioII(pIo7 . 



BY 



DATE: 



PATENT 



IN THK UNlTFn STATES PATKNT AND TP ADRMARK OFFICE 



In re: 



Conf. No. 



Patent Application 
Arvo Poldmaa 

5206 




Appln.No.: 09/800,018 ; 
Filed: March 5, 2001 ; 

For: ANCHOR FOR SAFETY ROPE 



Group Art Unit: 3637 



Examiner: D. Dorsey 



Attorney Docket 
No. 209764.0008/8US 
(10275/DD/SW) 



AMENDMENT 

i 

This Amendment is ift response to the,Office Action mailed April 16. 2002 (Paper 
No. 9) and is being filed within the third month of extension under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 3(a) and 37 
C.F;R. § 1.17(a). A Petition for Extension of Time to and including October 16, 2002 is filed 

herewith. , 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows without prejudice: 



In the specification: 

Please replace the paragraph beginiiing at page 4, line 10 with the following 

rewritten paragraph: rs 

-Refening to figures 1 to 5, the anchbring device 10 comprises a ring 12, a rod;^ 
14, a lock nut 16 and a mounting 18. The ring 12 is Secured to one end of the rod 14. Thering 
12 and rod 14 may be formed integrally or may be separate pieces welded together. The ^ 
mounting ISispreferablymadeofaluminum. Prefwably they are both of stainless steel. TheCn 
rod 14 is tapered at 20 and increases in diameter froiln about 8mm adjacent the ring 12 to about 

I 

1 : 

201123 vl 



1 3.7imn about 90inin from the ring. The taper may iricrease to a larger diameter, if desired. 
Preferably, the angle of the taper remains the same. The rod 14 Ihen has a constant diameter 
portion 22 to its free end. A portion 22 of the constant diameter section is threaded. The 
constant diameter portion 22 is preferably about 60nun in length with the threaded portion 24 
about 40mm in length. The lock nut 1 6 has an internal bore 26 threaded so as to receive the 
threaded portion 24 of the rod 14. The bore 26 may be threaded over only part of its length.- 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 4, line 23 with the following 
rewritten paragraph: | 

The mounting 1 8 comprises a central receiving block 30 and two side wings 32, 
which are pivotally mounted on the block 30 by pins 34. Each of the v^rings 32 is provided with a 
series of holes 36 through which bolts or screws may pass. 

In the claims: 

Please replace claims 1, 4, 7, 10, 12 and 13 with amended claims 1, 4, 7, 10, 12 
and 13 as follows: 

1 . (Amended) An anchor device for a safety rope, the anchor device 
including: ! 

a rod or tube; | 

receiving means for receiving an end of a safely rope mounted on or 
integral with a first portion of the rod or tube; and | 

securing means for secxiring the device directly or indirectly to a building 
element; j 

wherein the rod or tube includes a tapered portion with the smaller end of 
the tapered portion nearest to the receiving means, said tapered portion deforming by 
progressively bending under sudden load applied to said receiving means. 



r-o 



means includes a second end portion located opposite jthe smaller end of the rod or tube. 



I 



rn 



4. (Amended) The device according to claim 3, wherein the securing ^ qo 
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7. • (Amended) The device of cjaim 6, wherein the at least one locking nut 
includes a non-threaded sleeve, which extends aroun^ a portion of the rod or tube. 

10 (Amended) The device of claim 9, further including a mounting means, 
wherein the building element is sandwiched betweenlthe mounting means and the at leas, part of 
the securing means. 

12. (Amended) The building element of claim 1 1 wherein the at least one 
location is a threaded bore. . 

13. (Amended) The building element of claim 12 wherein the at least one 
location is a bore sized to allow the securing means to pass therethrough to engage the mounting 
means and sandwich the building element between the mounting means and at least part of the 

securing means. 

Attached hereto is a marked up version of the changes made to the specification 
and the claims by the current amendment. Tlie attached page is captioned " Version with 
markings to show cha nges made/' 

i 

REMARKS 

After the foregoing amendment, claims 1-14. as amended, are pending in the 
application. Claims 11-13 have been withdrawn byithe Examiner for farther consideration in 
this prosecution. Claims 1. 4, 7. 10. 12 and 13 have been amended to more particularly pomt out 
and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the invention. Claims 15-16 

have been canceled by preliminary amendment. A^jKcant submits that no new matter has been 
added to the application by the Amendment. 



o 

m 



Objections to the Drawings w 
nie Examiner objected to the drawings because they do not include referenceggn 
60 and because reference sign 1 8 has been used to designate both the locknut and the mounting. ^ 
Applicant has attached a Submission of Proposed Drawing Amendment, including corrections3o 
Figs. 2, 3. 6 and 7 for the Examiner's approval, with the correcUons shown in red ink. Applicant 
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«in file fom,al d«»ings in accordance wiU, U.S. Pa«n. and Trademark OfT.c. procedures 
including corrections .0 Figs. 2. 3. 6 and 7, upon issu^ce of a Notice of Allowability. Applicant 
respectMly requests reconsidenttion and vrilhdra»al pf the objections to tite drawngs. 

I 

Objection to the Specification 
The Examiner objected to the specifi^tion because the reference character 1 6 is 
used to designate both a rod and a locknut; and the phrase "wings" is designated by both 
reference characters 32 and 34. Applicant has amended page 4 for the Examiner's approval. 
Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and ^^ithdrawal of the objections to the 
specifications. 

Objection to Claim 10 

The Examiner objected to claim 10 for being in improper form. Applicant has 
amended claim 10 to place claim 10 in proper form. iFurther. claim 1 0 is dependent on allowable 
amended claim 1 (see below). Accordingly. Applic^t respectfiilly requests reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the objection to claim 10 and allowance thereof. 

Rejection- 35 U.$.C.§ 112 
The Examiner rejected claims 4. 7. 12 and 1 3 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 2. second 
paragraph as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which Applicant regards as the invention. Applicant has amended claims 4, 7, 1 2 and 1 3 
to provide proper antecedent basis for the terms identified by the Examiner. Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration and withdraw^ of the § 1 12 rejection to claims 4, 7. 12 and 

13. : 

Rejection - 35 U'S.C. § 102 

TTie Examiner rejected claims 1-2. 8|9 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as being ^ 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 198,559 (Bear). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejectiop. 

Bear discloses a hitching device consisting of a " stiff and strong standard" (cofe3 , 
S'- paragraph). At col. 2. l** paragraph, the standard is further described as "ripid and vertica j". 
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Applicant has amended claim 1 to recitje, inter alia, "An anchor device for a 
safety rope, the anchor device including: ... a rod or tjibe; wherein the rod or tube includes a 
tapered portion with the smaller end of the tapered pohion nearest to the receiving means^ 
t.p^«.H portion def nrmin p hv proere s ^w^lv hendine under sudden load applied to said receivinR 
means ." The amendment to claim 1 is supported at th|e first and third paragraphs of page 2 and 

particularly at pages 7 and 8. i 

The present invention seeks to provide: a measure of safety for a falling person 
rather than providing a mere hitching device. Accordingly, the rod of inventive device is 
designed to deform under the stress of a sudden load without sheering, thereby not only assisting 
in cushioning the effect of the restraining force of the anchor device on the falling person by 
spreading the energy of deceleration over a period of fime but also decreasing the likelihood of 
failure of the device itself Further the rod terminates in a tapered locking nut so as to move the 
primary point of deformation away ftom the point of Attachment to the mounting, thus 
facilitating deformation of the rod and allowing progressive bending thereof 

In contrast to amended claim 1 . Rear teaches a s tifT/rieid standard. An artisan 
skilled in the art would understand stifB'rigid to mean, that the standard would be designed to 
withstand a sudden force applied through the bridle tp the standard without deformation . 
Amended claim 1 recites an anchor Hp^.v^ pmprpsfsivelv bendine under sudden load. Applicants 
submit that Bear does not anticipate amended claim \. Accordingly Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the § 1 02 rejection of claim 1 

Further, it is respectfully submitted that since amended claim 1 has been shown to 
be allowable, claims 2. 8-9 and 14 dependent on claim 1 are allowable, at least by their 
dependency. Accordingly, for all the above reasons, Upplicants respectfully request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the § 102 rejectioii of claims 1-2, 8-9 and 14. 



£3 



Claims 3^7 U 
The Examiner objected to claims 3-7 as being dependent upon a rejected base w 
claim but stated that claims 3-7 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form includin^l 

the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Claims 3-7 depend from allowa^ 
claim 1. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
objection to claims 3-7. 
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Condusioii 

Insofar as the Examiner's objections aiid rejections have been fully addressed, 
instant application, including claims 1-10 and 14, is in condition for allowance and Notice of 
Allowability of claims 1-10 and 14 is therefore earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted. 




(Date) LOUIS SICKLES II 

Registration No. 45,803 

AKIN GUMP STRAUSS HAUER & FELD, L.L.P. 

One Commerce! Square 
2005 Market Strtet - Suite 2200 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-7086 
Telephone: (215) 965-1294 
Facsimile: (2 15) 965-1210 
E-Mail: Isickle^akingump.com 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



In the Specification: 

The paragraph begidning at page 4,Jinc 10 has been amended as follows: 
Referring to figures 1 to 5, the anchoring device 1 0 comprises a ring 1 2, a rod 1 4, a lock nui 1 6 
and a mounting 1 8. The ring 1 2 is secured to one end of the rod [ 1 6] H. The ring 1 2 and rod 1 4 
may be formed integrally or may be separate pieces welded together. The mounting 1 8 is 
preferably made of aluminum. Preferably they are both of stainless steel. The rod 14 is tapered 
at 20 and increases in diameter from about 8mm adjacent the ring 12 to about 1 3.7nmi about 
90mm from the ring. The taper may increase to a larger diameter, if desired. Preferably, the 
angle of the taper remains the same. The rod 14 then, has a constant diameter portion 22 to its 
free end. A portion 22 of the constant diameter section is threaded. The constant diameter 
portion 22 is preferably about 60nmi in length with the threaded portion 24 about 40mm in 
length. The lock nut 16 has an internal bore 26 threa<led so as to receive the threaded portion 24 
of the rod 14. The bore 26 may be threaded over only part of its length. 

The paragraph beginning at page 4, line 23 has been amended as follows: 
The mounting 18 comprises a central receiving block 30 and two side wings 32, which are 
pivotally mounted on the block 30 by pins 34. Each Of the wings [34] 32 is provided with a 
series of holes 36 through which bolts or screws may pass. 



In the Claims: 

Claims 1, 4, 7, 10, 12 and 13 have been amended as follows: 
1 , (Amended) An anchor device for a safety rope, the anchor deviceg 

including: 



vr. 

a rod or tube; — <3>. 



receiving means for receiving an end of a safety rope mounted on or integraL^ith .- ;:;0 
a first portion of the rod or tube; and jcz 
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